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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Madison  Co.  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Jon  Dilliard,  Co.  Sanitarian,  P.  0.  Box  278,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Dale  Kellog,  Mayor,  Town  of  Virginia  City,  P.  0.  Box  35 > Virginia  City,  MT 
Robert  Storey , Chief  Executive,  Madison  Co.  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council.  Capitol  Bldg.,  Room  432,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Env . Sciences  Division,  DHES  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
Jack  Ricker,  Chief,  Right  of  Way  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Highways,  2701  Prospect,  Helena,  MT 
^>4larold  Chambers,  Montana  State  Library,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 
George  Bailey,  Old  Montana  Cars,  Box  117,  Virginia  City,  MT 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen; 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  George  Bailey  dba^Old  Montana 
Cars  #2,  north  of  Virginia  City,  Montana.. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the  pro- 
posed action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a signifi- 
cant effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  ( 15)  days  at  which  time  a de- 
cision will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  thi;  proposed  action,  please  do  within  the 
allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 


7 

.ARRY/D.  MITCHELL 
Solid  Waste  Management 
Environmental  Sciences 


Bureau 

Division 


LDM:vc 
Ends . 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Di  vi  si  On/Bureau Frwi  ronTnfmral  Sri  pnrps  Divi s i on /Sol i d Waste — MaJiaLgement — Riire.au 

Project  or  Application  /George  Bailey  dba/^Old  Montana  Cars  #2 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 

facility  adjacent  to  Highway  287  approximately  1 mile  northwest  of  Virginia  City.,. 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Montana  Department  of  Highways 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Madison  County  Sanitarian 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 
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Not  Necessary 
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PER  Prepared  by:_ 


Date: December  16,  198 

DHES/ESD-2 


LARRY  D.  MITCHELL 


December  22,  1982 


GENERAL  COMMENTS 


This  proposal  would  establish  a licensed  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 
adjacent  to  State  Highway  287  just  west  of  the  Virginia  City  limits.  The 
applicant  owns  a one  acre  parcel,  approximately  one-third  of  which  is  pro- 
posed for  use  as  a vehicle  salvage  and  storage  yard.  The  remainder  of  the 
parcel  will  be  used  for  residences  and  out-buildings  associated  with  the 
salvage  business. 

There  are  no  local  zoning  ordinances  or  regulations  which  prohibit  the 
use  of  this  site  as  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  according  to  the  li- 
cense application.  Presently  the  applicant  has  junked  vehicles  stored  in 
town.  The  establishment  and  screening  of  this  proposed  facility  will  con- 
solidate that  inventory  to  one  shielded  location. 

A motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  license  cannot  be  issued  until  the 
facility  is  shielded  from  public  view.  The  applicant  has  proposed  screening 
a small  storage  area  measuring  approximately  140'  X 100'  with  a wooden  fence 
on  the  north  and  west  sides  and  with  a combination  of  buildings  and  fencing 
on  the  south  side.  The  east  perimeter  does  not  require  screening  at  this 
time.  The  facility  requires  screening  such  that  junk  vehicles  will  not  be 
visible  from  a point  6 feet  above  the  centerline  of  any  public  road.  If 
the  shielding  is  constructed  as  proposed,  this  facility  will  be  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal 
act  and  rule. 

The  screening  project  and  use  of  the  area  as  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  will  disrupt  some  of  the  existing  sagebrush/grassland  vegetation 
in  the  immediate  area  of  the  facility. 

Establishment  and  proper  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 
should  result  in  some  minor  but  positive  impacts  on  tax  base,  employment 
and  income  at  least  for  the  applicant.  This  facility  is  proposed  as  a 
small  venture  limited  in  size  by  presently  available  land.  Future  ex- 
pansion is  limited  by  the  available  adjacent  land,  most  of  which  is  not 
capable  of  being  properly  shielded  from  view.  The  applicant  specializes 
in  the  collection,  restoration  and  salvaging  of  select  makes  and  models 
of  older  classic  or  vintage  automobiles  and  trucks.  The  screening  pro- 
posal utilizes  used  or  rustic  wood  and  buildings  which  provides  some 
continuity  to  the  present  effort  to  capitalize  on  the  historic  appearance 
of  most  developments  in  the  Virginia  City/Nevada  City  area. 

While  a large  wrecking  facility  development  may  not  be  in  character 
for  this  location,  this  proposed  facility  is  self  limited  in  scope  by  the 
nature  of  the  applicant's  vehicle  interest  and  in  size  by  physical  space 
limitations.  However,  increased  industrial  or  commercial  development  is 
not  limited  by  the  state  of  Montana  and  is  presently  unregulated  by  local 
zoning.  An  additional  increase  in  commercial  or  industrial  activity  as 
a result  of  this  project  is  not  anticipated. 

A minor  increase  in  government  services  is  expected  as  a result  of  the 
project.  The  facility  will  be  periodically  inspected  by  state  and  local 
junk  vehicle  program  officials  to  assure  that  it  is  maintained  and  operated 
in  compliance  with  the  screening  requirements  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling 
and  Disposal  law  and  rules.  Files  will  be  established  and  maintained. 


December  22,  1982 


Routine  correspondence  regarding  licensing  actions  and  screening  require- 
ments will  be  necessary.  Local  government  permits  for  water,  sewer,  energy 
utilities,  buildings  or  others  may  be  required  for  support  facilities 
associated  with  this  project. 
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Stereo  compilation  by  Fairchild  Aerial  Surveys,  Inc. 
for  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Field  examination  and  publication  by  the  Geological 
\ „ Survey  as  part  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
/ program  for  the  development  of  the  Missouri  River  Basin 
Control  by  USGS.  and  USC&GS 

Topography  from  aerial  photographs  by  stereoplanigraph  methods 
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